
The Ellsworth Town Board met Monday, July 12, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town 

Hall.  The meeting notice had been previously posted on June 28th and reposted on 

July 2nd at the town hall, website, transfer station, Kenny’s Lawton Bar, and the 715 

Steer and Beer and published July 8th in the Pierce County Journal.  Present were:  

Chair Billeter, Supervisors Ristow and Borner, Clerk Beastrom, and maintenance 

Don Jakes and Greg Peterson.  Also present was Brad Holmstrom.      

JULY 

BOARD 

MEETING 

  

Chair Billeter called the meeting to order.  The minutes of the June meeting had been 

distributed and were available at the meeting.   

MSC to approve the minutes.   

(Motion by Gordon Borner, seconded by Brad Ristow).    

CALL TO 

ORDER 

MINUTES 

  

The clerk presented the financial report:  Checking $11,299.58;  LGIP General 

$232,759.04; LGIP Machinery $14,811.07; Money Market $136,677.98 and Cash on 

Hand $25.   Included in the LGIP General account is the third quarter transportation 

aid payment and the first half of our ARPA funds for broadband $62,277.79. 

MSC to accept the financial report. 

(Motion by Brad Ristow, seconded by Gordon Borner). 

FINANCIAL 

REPORT 

 

 

 

  

Maintenance Don Jakes reported:   1 – have been patching;  2 – first round of 

mowing is completed;  3 – Fahrner Asphalt applied the sealer to 450th Ave west of 

710th Street and 710th Street from 450th Avenue and north to 490th Ave.  They are 

currently hauling rock for seal coating.   

The county highway department cleaned the ditches in Village of Ellsworth along 

Highway 10 in East Ellsworth in the vicinity of homes within the town, and the town 

hauled the dirt away.    

ROAD 

WORK 

 

 

DITCHES IN 

VILLAGE 

  

Jeff Olson from Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services and Joe Folsom from Pierce 

County Economic Corporation presented Pierce Pepin Cooperatives Services 

Broadband update.  In June, 2020, the Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services board 

approved expanding their services to include a broadband business.  They have 

received two grants from the state to install fiber in the towns of Trimbelle and 

Ellsworth.   Their focus is to bring affordable broadband to the unserved/underserved 

homes and businesses of Pierce and Pepin counties.  Fiber construction is expected to 

begin in fall of 2021.  They will have various speeds available as well as a phone 

service.  They stressed the importance of the town adopting the two service 

agreement resolutions with Pierce Pepin Cooperative services – the first to designate 

our ARPA funds in the amount of $124,555.58 to Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services 

to provide broadband in the town of the Ellsworth and the second to work with Pierce 

Pepin Cooperative Services to secure grants for additional broadband installation.  

Mr. Folsom stressed that town participation raises the scores when applying for 

broadband grants.  

JEFF OLSON 

& JOE FOLSOM 

DISCUSSED 

BROADBAND 

  

Road construction on 610th Ave began on Tuesday, July 6th.  Melanie and Jermey 

Peterson expressed concern to Supervisor Ristow concerning the width of their 

driveways and the need for wider driveways for their trucking equipment.  The lower 

driveway for the Peterson’s will be extended 10 feet to the west.  

 

MCS to proceed with the $400,000 loan proposal from CCF Bank for term of 12 

months at interest rate of 2.2% and no fees.   

Motion by Brad Ristow, seconded by Gordon Borner.    

610th AVE  

ROAD PROJECT 

 

 

 

ACCEPT LOAN 

PROPOSAL 



  

No other roadwork discussion or driveway applications.   OTHER  

ROADWORK 

  

The clerk created Ordinance 2021-3 for the proposed changes to amend the Town 

Roadway and Driveway Ordinance.  The board reviewed the changes and Ordinance 

2021-3 will be adopted the August meeting.   

AMEND THE 

TOWN ROADWAY  

AND DRIVEWAY 

ORDINANCE 

  

No public comment. PUBLIC COMMENT 

  

CCF Bank had sent a proposal for business checking.  Clerk will discuss with Raynee 

Farrell at CCF Bank.  

CHECKING 

PROPOSAL 

  

Clerk and Treasurer propose purchasing a new computer for the treasurer for 2021 

tax collection.  Her current computer was purchased for the 2012 tax collection year.  

Clerk had contacted Larry Yarrington at ADSY Technologies and he can definitely 

get us a computer.  Board members suggested a couple of backup system options for 

the computers so clerk will talk with Mr. Yarrington about those.  

PROPOSE 

COMPUTER  

FOR 

TREASURER 

  

No Operator Licenses OP LICENSES 

  

MSC the Town of Ellsworth board enter into a public Private Partnership Agreement 

with Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services to expand access and services to underserved 

and unserved areas of the Town and that the town ARPA funds of $124,000 will be 

allocated to Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services for broadband service in the town. 

(Motion by Gordon Borner, seconded by Roger Billeter)  

Roll Call Vote:   Roger Billeter Yes;  Gordon Borner Yes;  Brad Ristow – abstained  

RESOLUTION 

2021-1 

PARTNERSHIP 

AGREEMENT  

PIERCE PEPIN 

  

MSC the Town of Ellsworth board enter into a public Private Partnership Agreement 

with Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services to expand broadband serves to underserved 

and unserved areas of the Town by applying for Wisconsin ARPA Broadband Access 

Grants Fiscal Year 2022. 

(Motion by Gordon Borner, seconded by Roger Billeter) 

Roll Call Vote:   Roger Billeter  Yes;  Gordon Borner Yes;  Brad Ristow - abstained 

RESOLUTION 

2021-2 

PARTNERSHIP 

AGREEMENT 

PIERCE PEPIN 

ARPA GRANTS 

  

At our June 9th meeting with Jodi Nelson of Ayres Associates we reviewed the 

building plans, were given a $1.5 million cost, and walked the site to see where the 

building would lay.   She suggested having a phone meeting with a USDA 

representative through whom the town could possibly get a $500,000 grant.  That 

phone meeting took place Tuesday, June 15 at 9 a.m. with Kou Xiong, representative 

from USDA, Jodi Nelson and Scott Wilson from Ayres Associates, Brad Ristow and 

Phyllis Beastrom.  We were disappointed to learn the town is not eligible for any 

grant dollars, but we could complete the application for a USDA loan, but there may 

be additional costs incurred for providing data/documentation that other lenders don’t 

require. 

MEETING WITH 

AYRES RE: 

TOWN HALL/ 

SHOP 

 

PHONE CALL 

WITH USDA 

& AYRES 

  

Clerk had contacted Carol Nawrocki at WTA about procedure and her response: 

Town boards can vote to borrow on promissory notes payable in 10 years or less 

without elector approval.   You can also refinance for an additional 10 years without 

elector approval.  See s. 67.12(12), Wis. Stat. 

 

ELECTOR 

APPROVAL 

TO 

AUTHORIZE 

CONSTRUCTION 

OF TOWN 



The state Trust Fund Loan Program will also loan money for 20 years at competitive 

rates.  See their website at the following link:  

https://bcpl.wisconsin.gov/Pages/LoanProgramHomePage.aspx 

 

That said, elector approval is needed to authorize construction of town buildings 

and/or to purchase land for town purposes.  So, you would need to call a special town 

elector meeting for that purpose.  See s. 60.10(2)(f) and (e), Wis. Stat. and s. 60.12 

Wis. Stat. 

 

A referendum would not be needed on the construction or the borrowing. 

 

Board asked the clerk to calculate what the increase would be for homeowner over 20 

year period at 1.5 million construction cost.   

BUILDING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALCULATE 

TAX INCREASE 

  

The board reviewed a proposed 2.5 acre CSM lot for Julie Jilk in the SW ¼ of the 

NW ¼ Section 11, lying easterly of U S Highway 63.  

JILK CSM 

  

The following bills were reviewed for payment:  Ayres Assocates $2900.03 (site 

master planning/concept design); Fahrner Asphalt $25,534.10 (seal on 450th Ave and 

710th St); Helmer Printer $57.14 (town seal stamp); John Deere Financial $514.28 

(blades); Owen Assessing $1188.72 (monthly fee); Pierce County Treasurer $34.96 

(20% of MFL aid); The Journal $212.20 (publishing); Trimbelle Stone $391.44 

(boulders); True Value $86.55 (parts and supplies); Waste Management $290.50 

(refuse hauling)   

MSC to pay bills.  

(Motion by Gordon Borner, seconded by Brad Ristow). 

BILLS 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTRACT 

  

Correspondence included:  1 – questionnaire from Pierce County Highway inquiring 

if the highway department would be imputing our Paser information – returned that 

the town will enter its information; 2 – Pierce County land use permit for Reed 

Hannegraf (deck) and replacement address sign for John Beastrom; 3 – All Croix 

Inspections building permit – modular home for Brad Holmstrom; 4 – notice of new 

name for Countryside Cooperative and Landmark Cooperative – ALCIVIA.   

Assessor notified clerk that Gary Onan put up a pole shed in 2015 or 2016 and it has 

never been assessed and inquired if the town wants to collected two years of omitted 

tax.  Board agreed to do this.   

CORRES- 

PONDENCE 

  

Treasurer does not have Shane Schellin’s rabies information yet but they are sending 

it and she will get that dog license issued. 

No other animal issues.           

ANIMAL 

ISSUES 

  

Next regular meeting will be Monday, August 2 at 7:00 p.m.    NEXT 

MEETING MNEXT  MTG 

  

MSC to adjourn.  

(Motion by Gordon Borner, seconded by Brad Ristow). 

ADJOURN 

  

Phyllis J Beastrom, Clerk  
 

 

 

https://bcpl.wisconsin.gov/Pages/LoanProgramHomePage.aspx

